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MY MEMORIES OF KABI SIR

= Michael Harris, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of English
Central College, USA

(Peace Corps Volunteer P WY | R6R R R I TR
W A WA AU TS I EGe eREe W@ B
AYGEIGY RARP! ARG BRI S¥RIGTE USISIHTD! U7 )

Dear Ishwari,

I'm very sorry to hear of your father's passing. Thank you for
informing me. I had a feeling when I saw your message that you
might have some sad news to tell me. I am writing to share some
memories of your father. Most of my memories regarding him are
happy ones. He and I often got together, and knowing him helped
me a great deal in feeling welcome in Tamghas. He would often
explain Nepali customs and beliefs to me, so that helped me
understand this new culture [ was living in. He helped me to
appreciate the beauty and friendliness of the Nepalese people and
the country of Nepal. I recall that he could recite many poems from
memory; many of those poems he had written himself! He also
tried hard to teach me the Nepali language, and would sometimes
express hopelessness. He would tell me, "You don't have a good
mind for the Nepali language.”" But he always kept trying to teach
me.

I recall one humorous experience that he and I shared. We were
upstairs in a house in Tamghas where they sold local raksi. We had
had a glass or two when suddenly we both felt the house begin to
shake. We became quiet, and then both agreed that maybe we had
drunk too much raksi, but we had only had a couple glasses by
then. So we were confused. Later we realized there had been an
earthquake (or tremor) near Tamghas, and that that was what we
had felt. The house had literally been shaking. But the earthquake
wasn't a big one, so we felt it more as a tremor. I even recall that
the Nepali word for earthquake was buinchalo, or something like
that. He and I heard people talking downstairs and saying,
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"Buinchalobhayo, buinchalobhayo!" That's when we realized what
had happened.

I am not sure [ should tell you about the sad memory [ have
regarding your father, but [ will just mention it. It stands out in my
memory because it was a moment when I saw your father express
emotion. Maybe that's why [ haven't forgotten. | had just arrived at
school one morning and was getting ready to go to class when I
saw your father and he was crying and visibly upset. Some other
colleagues had told me a few minutes earlier that Besh Bahadur
Sir's daughter had died, and I knew that that was why he was
crying. (I had never seen him cry before.) I remember that he said
that he and your mother thought it was just a routine sickness and
then suddenly the illness grew much worse and his young daughter
suddenly died. It seemed like he couldn't believe it. (I also could not
believe that a child could pass so suddenly. [ had seen her before
and knew her.) It was the first time that I had seen your father
grieve like that: it was very sad, and I have never forgotten it. Death
always hits hard, but it's especially hard when a parent loses a
young child like that.

Besides these humorous and sad memories, the main thing [ would
emphasize is that I knew your father as a colleague, a fellow
teacher as well as a friend. So, I saw him almost every day for two
years (1979-81) as we were both carrying out our jobs and
professions as teachers. There must have been about twelve
teachers at Mahendra School in Tamghas at that time. All of the
teachers were very friendly and welcoming to me as an "outsider”
at their school. But, of all those, only three or four were really very
interested in getting to know me, and one of those was your father.
At that time everyone called him Kabi, the Nepali word for poet.
People would refer to him as "Kabi Sir" more often than Bhesh
Bahadur. There were other teachers at the school who were also
very kind and welcoming to me, such as Hem Raj Marasini and
Shashi Panthi, and also one named "Chhabi": I can't recall his full
name, but he was also very friendly.

I don't recall any really big events. The small, everyday events were
more important: the daily occurrences when these other teachers

Tl gouei-c, b w3




would show interest in me, my background, or my country. Your
father was definitely one of the ones who showed interest and
thoughtfulness toward me. He didn't have to do that, but he did. I
recall the perceptiveness and insight of Kabi Sir. He had a keen
intelligence. For instance, when I first arrived in Tamghas, I was
accompanied by an older American Peace Corps volunteer who was
guiding and helping me to get established in my new job. I
remember that later your father remarked to me that he thought
this guide and I were very similar in nature. [ questioned Kabi Sir
about this and told him that this other volunteer was actually
bigger and older than I was, and therefore very different. Your
father, however, insisted that we were similar, by saying something
like, "Pharakchha, taramaanchejustochha.” He was referring to the
type of person that we were: he had noticed a similarity in
personality and nature -- something deeper than physical
characteristics. That was the kind of thing that Kabi Sir would
notice and remark on. Like a good poet, he noticed things, even
things invisible to most people: he could perceive others' essential
nature and special character. He possessed that type of insight.

Your father was also very inquisitive and curious about the world.
He would often ask me questions about life in the States and how
we did things in America. He also wanted me to help him improve
his English language ability, so we would often talk in a mixture of
Nepali and English. He was trying to improve his English, and I was
trying to improve my Nepali. He never feared appearing to be
ignorant in his many questions: he was genuinely curious about my
country and culture. He (and the other teachers at Mahendra)
actually knew quite a lot about the US: they would read or hear
news reports about events there. Sometimes when [ got to
school, the other teachers would tell me about things they
had heard on the BBC and Indian radio stations. For instance,
when someone attempted to assassinate President Reagan in
1981, the teachers learned that before I did, and told me about
it at school. I recall the term was something likegolihaniko :
"Tapaaikotalukdaargolihaniko." It took me a while to figure out
what they were talking about.
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[ will mention two more important things about your father. First,
he was very funny, and loved to laugh. He could always see the
humorous side to life. I can still picture him laughing, which he did
often. That's why it was so startling when [ saw him crying on that
one occasion. He always saw the bright, positive side of life. Second,
your father was a poet -- a kabi. That was a big part of his identity
and his profession. His interests were in literature, poetry, and
language; and that's a big reason that he and I became good
friends: I am also interested in those same things. Writing and
literature is my discipline: [ made my living as a Professor of
Literature. So he and [ had that mutual interest that tied us
together. I used to enjoy hearing him recite poetry from memory:
that was very cool.

[ think I should stop here. I'm wondering if you know how Hem Raj
Marasini, Shashi Panthi, and Chhabi Sir are doing now. I'm very
curious about them, and the other teachers at Mahendra School in
Tamghas.
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GRANDCHILDREN’S MEMORIES OF
'‘BUWA'

X Gaurav Bikram Kunwar

I'm very proud to be named by Buwa. It makes me feel like I'm his
pride, his Gaurav. So, I hope that I'm able to make him proud of me
in my life through not the things I say, but the things that I do. My
fondest memories of him are when he’d sing ‘Hara Hara Ganga’ and
then I called him ‘Aye budo’ and then he started yelling at me and
calling me ‘Thukkapaaji’. And that memory just always makes me
so happy because even when he was yelling at me, [ was always
able to still feel his love in his words. I remember being
mischievous by sneaking into his room, exploring, and then taking
out all capsule medicines, playing with his sharp Gillette blades,
and eventually cutting myself with it. For little moments, I really
admired how he knew to take care of himself, his respect for nature
and scenery by going on walks every day, and his curtness where
he would be straight to the point. You always knew that what you
were getting was the full authentic him, and not a version where he
was just trying to please you. I loved playing carrom board with
him, his returns were astonishing and deadly accurate. I always
respected his love for his country and how proud he was of
wearing his Dhaka topi. Weather it was in the house, restaurant or
anywhere in America, he was never seen without it. Never in his
head was he like ‘oh no what will these foreigners think of it? Will
people make fun of me for it?’ Instead, he was always proud of his
actions, and to me that confidence in oneself is extremely
respectable. Lastly, my most recent memorable event with him was
the day that [ got into Georgia tech. It was calling him and hearing
him hold back his tears and telling me ‘shabbash’ that made me feel
so happy that [ was doing anything to live up to my name of Gaurav
and being his pride. And although, I want to live my life like him,
not caring about ‘what others will think’ and being confident in
who [ am and backing up the choices I make, I am going to make
sure that [ make Buwa proud of me as his grandson, not through
any words I might preach or anything I might tell people ‘I'm going
to do it one day in the future’, but through actual actions.
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X Pratistha Kunwar :

Buwa is an unforgettable person to me. There are many factors that
cause him to be so unforgettable. | have many great memories with
him; he had his special and unique style, and he was very creative.
The main reason why Buwa was unique was because of his
approach to life, he was always calm and took his time. He
reminded me of a tranquil ocean. He was a peaceful man.

The earliest memory that [ remember is with him. He carried me to
a cow shed in our home in Dhagithum. He took me toward the calf
and made this strange but soothing sound that I will never forget. |
was afraid of the calf at first, but after he made the sound I calmed
down. My parents have a picture of that moment and every time |
see it, | can remember the sound he made, how he looked, and how
quickly I calmed down after being scared. I remember whenever
Aama gave Buwa his insulin shot [ would count out loud how many
times he would grunt because of the pain, and sometimes he would
purposely grunt many times. We would laugh about it after it was
over.

Buwa had his own, unique style. He always wore a collared shirt,
formal pants, a ‘Dhaka topi’, sometimes a knitted vest when it was
cold, and sandals. He never changed his style, especially his ‘Dhaka
topi’. It did not matter where he was, he always wore it. Buwa was
also very creative. He would easily come up with poems about
random things. When he came to America and we were living in a
neighborhood called Alumni Village he made up a few lines of a
poem. | remember the chorus he sang, ‘Alumni gaun, Alumni gaun;
swargajastothaun, swargajastothaun.” I can still remember his
beautiful voice singing it. We were on our walk and he told me that
he made a poem and [ asked if I could hear it, | am so glad [ asked to
hear it. He would also make a special birthday speech on my every
birthday instead of just saying ‘happy birthday’.

Buwa taught me a special lesson one day. At the time it did not
affect me greatly but now it does. One day we were walking and me
and Aama were far ahead of him. I asked why he walked so slowly,
and he said, ‘If I take little steps, I will be less tired when I reach my
destination.” Now I have realized that this does not just apply to
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walking, it applies to goals too. You should take big steps, but you
should not overwhelm yourself so take small steps to reach your
goal, that way you will not be tired. I wish Buwa was here to see the
goals I hope to reach in the future, he will always be watching us
and when I reach those goals, he will be proud of me from heaven.
love and miss you a lot Buwa, you are truly unforgettable.

X Nishant Bikram Kunwar

[ feel very proud and honored that | am a grandson of such an
amazing person like Buwa. Buwa is someone [ will forever cherish
and look up to as a role model. I have always strived to try to be the
type of person that Buwa was. He was a very kind, very talented,
and caring person that was loved by many. As | remember Buwa, |
recall all of the joyful and great moments [ was able to share with
him and also all the times he would cheer me up as we both smiled.
Buwa had a gleaming smile and would embrace many with
kindness and love (including me) and I hope as he watches me as a
star, I will always be able to make him proud of what I have done
and will do in the future. When I had heard that he had joined god I
was very distraught, but [ knew he would always still be there for
me and everyone else, looking over us.

I'm so lucky to have been able to share so many fond memories
with Buwa. One of my favorites is the time he and Aama had visited
us in Florida when I was very young. Buwa and I would always go
on joyful walks and ride a very particular swing, that I miss a lot
since it is very special to me. We had decided to nickname the
swing the ‘Ramjhula’ and many times we would go there to laugh
and smile, this would create many everlasting and happy memories
with Buwa, that I love to think back on. Buwa always knew what to
do in order to make me smile and laugh. I shared many other
instances like this with him, like the time I had dressed very similar
to Buwa for a photo that I will always love and remember in my
heart. In the photo Buwa and [ had each worn a Dhaka topi along
with a pair of glasses and also wore a big bright smile. Whenever I
look at the photo again, I always smile and feel very happy and
lucky.
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Buwa has left an ever-lasting impression on me which always
makes me want to be kind to others and care for them for as long
as | will live. I will forever miss Buwa, but I know that he is in a
much better place where he is very happy. Also, I will never forget
Buwa for as long as I live, and I will always cherish every single
second [ was able to spend with him as [ am so lucky to have the
chance to have done that.

. AabhaKhusi Kunwar

Buwa had a very big, golden heart and he still does. He was a very
caring and loving person. Buwa was the happiest person alive. He
always had the brightest smile and eyes. He would always wear a
knitted vest and a Topi. He was like my best friend; [ would never
let go of him. He might have passed away, but he still lives in my
heart.

One of my best memories with Buwa was seeing him when I came
back from school. He gave me the best hug [ have ever had. I know
that he will always look after me when I am troubled. He would
always cheer me up when I was sad. Nobody will ever make me
forget him even if they make me lose my memory. I will never
forget him even in the afterlife.

When I heard that the God gained this saint, my heart shattered to
millions of pieces. But I knew he was still with me. Buwa was
always happy, I never saw him being sad. He was always
determined, loyal, and fair. The number one thing he loved to do
most was to help others. Buwa was a voice that everyone listened
to. He had the most encouraging words and the best hugs.

One evening, | was playing on the trampoline in our backyard and a
question popped into my head. I got off the trampoline and went to
Baba to ask him the question, ‘Baba, where is Buwa now?’ Baba
pointed to the brightest star in the night sky and said, ‘That is Buwa
there, because he was the brightest human in Earth.” From that day
on, I would always go outside in the evening, look up at the
brightest star in the sky and wonder about my hero, Buwa. I love

and miss him so much, but [ am glad that I can see him every night.
000
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